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Next Meeting: 
 

February 11, 2019 
 

The monthly meeting of 

the Natick Garden Club 

will be held on Thursday  

February 21, 2019,  

at 6:30 pm at the Morse 

Institute Library  

14 E. Central St. 

  

 

www.natickgardenclub.org February 2019      

 

 

 

President’s Letter 
 

Hi Everyone! This unusual winter continues on, and the lack of significant amounts of snow has 

provided a bonus in allowing me to do some pruning and some gathering of the branches that have fallen 

all over the yard. It always makes me happy to be outside. And now my witch hazel is about to pop! I 

may cut some to force inside.  

 

Maria von Brincken’s talk about organizing our perennial gardens is perfectly times as we continue to 

plan them out this winter. Also don’t forget that our March meeting will be open to the public, and we 

are collecting non-perishable food items as well as toiletries for the Natick Service Council.  

 

We always have a busy spring and I look forward to seeing many of you out and about helping with the 

cleanup of the winter greens and pansy planting, Earth Day in April, summer plantings in May, the 

auction in June as well as attending the end of year dinner. Joanne and Elizabeth have planned three 

terrific trips too, the first one is coming up on March 7th. 

 

It takes many hands to accomplish all the wonderful things we do for the community throughout the 

year. You need to know that the entire board appreciates the fact that we have an organization that is 

very willing to get out there and pitch in. I know it is not always easy, so thank you all for the time you 

put into volunteering with everything.  

       

Martha Coleman 

President, 2018-2019 
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Dates to Remember 

 

February 21, 2019 – NGC monthly meeting.    

March 7, 2019 – NGC trip to the Lyman Estate Camellia Show 

March 21, 2019 – NGC monthly meeting.    

April 28, 2019 – Earth Day 

May 5, 2019 – NGC trip to Fairsted, the Olmstead Estate & Office 

May 18, 2019 – Summer planting 

June 1, 2019 – Plant auction and sidewalk sale 

 
 

February Program 
 

Color Gardens: Beautiful Perennial Combinations from 

Spring through Frost presented by Maria von Brincken  

Maria is an award-winning garden designer who will speak about the use of 

design tools such as color theory and bloom sequence in creating a perennial 

garden that is colorful from spring through fall. She will give us ideas for 

winning color combinations in both shade and sun gardens.  

https://mariavonbrincken.com/ 

 

 
 

January Meeting 
 

Gardens of Devon & Cornwall: Highlights of the 5th English Garden Tour – 
Jana Milbocker 
 

Garden designer, author and blogger Jana Milbocker took us 

on a perfect-for-winter armchair tour of twelve magical 

gardens in Cornwall and Devon she and several club 

members visited in 2018. Warmer than the rest of Britain 

thanks to the Gulf Stream, Cornwall and Devon are home to 

some of the most exciting, rare, and beautiful plants in the 

British Isles. http://www.enchantedgardensdesign.com/  

Thanks too, to Sheila Tiberio for bringing the fabulous 

photo album of the trip she and Martha Emerson created.   

https://mariavonbrincken.com/
https://mariavonbrincken.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/c-_MG_8588-rich-turk-photo-1-1-16-Cindy-Primets-party.jpg
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News, Notes, and Upcoming Events 
 

 

Natick Garden Club Website 
 

The Club’s new website is now on-line. Check it out.  https://www.natickgardenclub.org/   Our thanks to 

Karla Cunningham for building the new site, and to Jill Miller for many years of service maintaining the 

old one.  

 
 

Ordering NGC Logo Items at February and March meetings 
 

Alison Parnes will have order forms for logo items at both the February and March meetings.  

Available items include; 

• Pink short-sleeve polo $24 and $26 

• Khaki Bucket Hat $16 

• Stone Baseball Hat $13 

• Apron $19 

• Tote Bag $25 

• Clean personal items can have a garden club logo for $7 each 

 

 
Books at Morse Institute 
 

You may not know that the proceeds of our fabulous auction and sidewalk sale do more than fund our 

terrific programs. The club also contributes monetarily to the community, including donations to the 

Natick Community Organic Farm, the Marathon Daffodil project, the MassHort Festival of Trees, and 

both libraries. Recently, Morse Institute purchased three books with our most recent donation: 

Hydroponics for Houseplants; Inspired Houseplants and The New Organic Grower. If you see them, 

note there is a bookplate acknowledging the club’s donation. There should also be other gardening 

books which have been purchased in prior years. If you come across one, let us know the title. 

 

 

Pennies for Pines 
 

You may remember that we have been collecting for this cause at some of our meetings. We now have 

collected nearly enough to purchase two “penny pine plantations” ($68 each) and will collect again at 

the February meeting. Last year, we designated the donation in Emma Regele’s memory and asked that 

the trees be planted in Massachusetts. The board thought that this year, in the light of the wildfires in 

California and other disasters, we’d request that the trees be planted where they are most needed. 
 

 
Reminder for March meeting  

Natick Service Council Food Pantry donation 
 

You may want to keep this in mind while shopping for groceries or toiletries in the next few weeks. We 

will have our annual collection for the Natick Service Council’s food pantry at our March meeting. For a 

list of most needed items, see  https://natickservicecouncil.org/heart-healthy-food-pantry 

 

https://www.natickgardenclub.org/
https://natickservicecouncil.org/heart-healthy-food-pantry
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Mark Your Calendars for these NGC Events of Interest... 
  

The Lyman Estate, Camellia Show 

Thursday, March 7th 

The Lyman Estate is an 18th century estate in Waltham, MA with a grand mansion, expansive gardens 

and some of the oldest greenhouses in the country.  We are very excited to be able to have a tour of both 

the greenhouses and the mansion.  The cost for the combination of both tours is $15, and $14  for 

seniors. Each tour will last about 45 minutes. There will also be plants for sale including camellias.   

We will then depart for lunch.  Exact times and the restaurant will be announced very soon.   

If you have never been to the Lyman Estate it is a true treasure!  

https://www.historicnewengland.org/property/lyman-estate/ 

If you haven’t signed up, and want to go, please contact Elizabeth Carroll at 

ElizabethTCarroll@gmail.com or 508-951-0378 

 

 

Fairsted, the Estate and Architecture Office of Frederick Law Olmsted 

Sunday, May 5th 

Frederick Law Olmsted is recognized as the founder of the profession of American landscape 

architecture.  His office and home are located in Brookline, MA.  On this tour we will be led through the 

office and home along with a brief tour of the property.  We have been told that Spring is the best time 

to visit Fairsted when the flowering trees and bushes will be at their peak.  Most importantly though is 

learning about this man who formed the landscape of our country that we all still enjoy today including 

Central Park in NYC, The Emerald Necklace in Boston, US Capitol grounds and terraces and The 

Biltmore Estate in Asheville NC.  Detailed information to follow as we get closer to the date.  

https://www.nps.gov/frla/index.htm 

 

 

Fuller Gardens, North Hampton NH 

Wednesday, June 19th, Rain date Thursday, June 20th 

Fuller Gardens is a public botanical garden that was once part of the summer estate of Alvan T. Fuller 

(twice Governor of MA in the 1920s) on the seacoast of NH.  We are planning our visit during peak rose 

season! The rose gardens were designed by the Olmstead firm in the late 1920s. We will also enjoy the 

Formal English perennial borders, a Japanese Garden and a tropical conservatory.  Once we can tear 

ourselves away from this spectacular garden, we will enjoy lunch at a local establishment. Stay tuned for 

more information!  https://www.fullergardens.org/ 

 

  

 
And, for other events, classes, or workshops of interest, check these 

websites....  
 

Arnold Arboretum   https://my.arboretum.harvard.edu/  

 

Garden in the Woods  http://www.newenglandwild.org/learn/our-programs  

 

Grow Native Massachusetts   https://www.grownativemass.org/ 

 

https://www.historicnewengland.org/property/lyman-estate/
mailto:ElizabethTCarroll@gmail.com
https://www.nps.gov/frla/index.htm
https://www.fullergardens.org/
https://my.arboretum.harvard.edu/
http://www.newenglandwild.org/learn/our-programs
https://www.grownativemass.org/
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Massachusetts Horticultural Society  https://www.masshort.org/Events    

Tower Hill Botanic Garden     http://www.towerhillbg.org/index.php/visit/what-s-happening/events-

calendar/  

 

 

 
Useful link(s):  
 

 

• The UMass Extension Gardener monthly e-Newsletter Clippings is always worth reading. You can 

subscribe at:  https://extension.umass.edu/landscape/home-garden-email-list  

• You can read the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts' newsletter The Mayflower online at 

Mayflower Winter 2018-18 

 

• Check the calendar on the Federation’s website to see what other clubs are doing, there frequently 

are open meetings. http://www.gcfm.org/Calendar-News/Calendar.aspx 

 

 
 

Recommended Blogs: 

 
http://www.enchantedgardensdesign.com/blog/     Jana’s blog is always a treat!  

The current entry lists ten outstanding mail order nurseries, some within the range of a day trip. 

 

https://awaytogarden.com/   sign up here for Margaret Roach’s free email newsletter; she gardens in 

Copake Falls NY in the Hudson River Valley, zone 5B so her advice is pertinent.  

 
http://gardenrant.com/    A recent blog pointed to a curated collection of good gardening videos.   

You can see them here https://goodgardeningvideos.org/    

 

Reminders:   
 

• Laurie Adelstein is the contact for the NGC Sunshine Fund. If you know of a member who 

should receive a card from us, (illness, bereavement) please let Laurie know at 

ladel1@verizon.net or 508-653-9053. 

 

• Recycle gardening magazines, catalogs or books you no longer want by bringing them to the 

meeting to pass on to club members, or go in the library magazine swap rack.  

 

• Remember if you travel to places of horticultural interest, send your photos to Catherine Clifford at 

c.clifford90@comcast.net.  

 

https://www.masshort.org/Events
http://www.towerhillbg.org/index.php/visit/what-s-happening/events-calendar/
http://www.towerhillbg.org/index.php/visit/what-s-happening/events-calendar/
https://extension.umass.edu/landscape/home-garden-email-list%2520
http://www.gcfm.org/Portals/0/mayflower/Mayflower%20Winter%202017%20web.pdf?ver=2017-12-17-130819-790
http://www.gcfm.org/Calendar-News/Calendar.aspx
http://www.enchantedgardensdesign.com/blog/
https://awaytogarden.com/
http://gardenrant.com/
https://goodgardeningvideos.org/
mailto:ladel1@verizon.net
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Regional Flower & garden shows  

 

 

Connecticut Flower & Garden Show. Hartford, CT 

February 21-24. 

www.ctflowershow.com 

 

Philadelphia Flower Show. Philadelphia, PA 

Public: March 2-10  

www.theflowershow.com 

 

Boston Flower & Garden Show. Boston, MA 

March 13-17 

www.bostonflowershow.com 

  

The Maine Flower Show. Portland, ME 

March 27-31 

maineflowershow.com  

 

Newport Flower Show. Newport, RI 

June 21-23 

newportmansions.org 

 

 

Members’ travels and other adventures: 

 

In December, Doris Fina took part in an Ikebana Sogetsu workshop. Here are the front and back of the 

holiday arrangement she created. 

 

 

     

http://www.ctflowershow.com/
http://www.theflowershow.com/
http://www.bostonflowershow.com/
http://www.bostonflowershow.com/
https://maineflowershow.com/
http://www.newportmansions.org/events/newport-flower-show
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Shirley Fitzpatrick sent us these photos from Palma Sola Botanical Park in Bradenton, FL, home to 

many beautiful tropical plants, both native and exotic, including spectacular orchids.  

http://palmasolabp.org/about/ 
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Susan Shipman didn’t travel too far, just to the Worcester Museum of Art’s ‘Flora in Winter’ exhibit, 

but she kindly shared photos of some of her favorite arrangements, as well as the designers’ work area. 
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And just because I can, I’m including a fun photo 

from my trip to Quebec City last September. 

(Catherine) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Our thanks to Elizabeth Carroll, Martha Coleman, Doris Fina, Shirley Fitzpatrick, Alison 

Parnes, Pat Polimeno and Judy Sabol for their contributions to this issue. 
Catherine Clifford & Kate Grzesiuk 




