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Next Meeting: 
 

April 18, 2019 
 

The monthly meeting 

of the Natick Garden 

Club will be held on 

Thursday  

April 18, 2019,  

at 6:30 pm at the 

Morse Institute 

Library  

14 E. Central St. 

  

 

www.natickgardenclub.org April 2019      

 

 

President’s Letter 
 

Hi Everyone,  

Spring finally feels like it has sprung. The library gardens and planters have been cleaned out and 

beautifully planted. The downtown area has been brightened with colorful pansies and pussy willows so 

it all looks very festive, and just in time for the Marathon. A big thank you to everyone who helped to 

get it done.  

Charlie Nardozzi’s talk on Thursday about growing a cottage garden should be great fun. We have heard 

such a marvelous variety of topics this year from Estate Gardens in England to Edible Forest Gardens, 

from Perennial Combinations for all Seasons, to World War II Botany. Kudos to Geri and Phyllis for 

organizing such interesting and varied topics!  

Lots of fun activities are coming up fast: Earth Day, then our group trip to the Frederick Law Olmsted 

National Park in Brookline, followed by our special May meeting and then summer planting round out 

May. June brings the auction and sidewalk sale, our end-of-year dinner and the trip to Fuller Gardens in 

NH. It is a busy time and we will be looking for many helpers to make everything go smoothly, so thank 

you all ahead of time for participating. See you Thursday night.  

Martha Coleman  

President 2018-2019 
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Dates to Remember 

 
 April 18, 2019 – NGC monthly meeting: speaker – Charlie Nardozzi 

• Pick up your NGC Logo Items 

 

April 28, 2019 – Earth Day on Natick Common 

May 8, 2019 – NGC trip to Fairsted, the Olmstead Estate & Office (Note new date) 

May 10, 2019 – NGC special May meeting. Note this is the 2nd Thursday of the month. 

May 18, 2019 – Downtown Planting - Summer flowers 

June 1, 2019 – Auction and Sidewalk Sale at the Natick Community Senior Center 

June 6, 2019 – Annual Dinner at the Conrad’s 120 Boston Post Road (Rte. 20), Sudbury 

June 19, 2019 – NGC trip to Fuller Gardens, North Hampton, NH 

June 21 - 23, 2019 – Newport Flower Show. Newport, RI  newportmansions.org 

 

  

 
 
 

April Program 
 

Charlie Nardozzi – Growing a Cottage Garden 

 
For those of us who would like to import something of the 

colorful organized chaos of an English cottage garden to  

our New England gardens, garden writer and TV and radio 

personality Charlie Nardozzi will share his expertise.  

He will review the history and elements of a cottage garden 

and provide examples of traditional and nontraditional uses 

of flowers, shrubs, trees, and hardscaping to create focal 

points and color patterns in a cottage garden. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.newportmansions.org/events/newport-flower-show
https://gardeningwithcharlie.com/meet-charlie/bio
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March Meeting 

 

Dan Jaffe – Shady Edibles 

   Dan Jaffe from Garden in the Woods gave us a fascinating 

presentation on Shady Edibles. All the plants he has growing in the 

woods are native plants, and his main crop is Trillium. False 

Solomon’s Seal is shade resistant and drought tolerant. You eat the 

berries. He also has production beds with Blueberries, Black 

Huckleberries, Ramps, May Apple and American Hazelnut. He 

keeps Jerusalem Artichoke, or Sunchoke and American Ground 

Nut in containers. Back on March 26th Catherine forwarded the 

handout Dan has for the list of all his plants, and you can look him 

up for more information at www.dantjaffe.com for pictures, recipes 

and more.    
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News, Notes, and Upcoming Events 
       

Collection for Natick Service Council Food Pantry at the March 21st meeting  

This year’s collection was the most generous yet. We exceeded last year’s by more than 50 lbs! 

As you can see in the photos, the total donated was 240 lbs. Our thanks to all who contributed and to 

Lucia Frenkel for making the delivery to the Food Pantry. 

 

        
 

 

Pansies!! 

On Friday, April 12th, a very efficient crew organized by Martha Coleman made short work of planting 

pansies in both the downtown and library containers. Thanks to NGC members Catherine Clifford, Terry 

Fitzgibbons, Rosalind Forber, Marianne Hedin, Linda Lentz, Phyllis Moir, Lucy Morris, plus Joan Watts 

of the 15 Gardeners.  

 

 

Mark Your Calendars for these Natick Garden Club events 

 

Pick up your NGC Logo Items: at the April 18th meeting 

Alison Parnes will have your logo items at the April meeting.  Please let Alison know if you will not be 

attending the meeting, or if you have arranged to have a friend pick up your item(s).  

aparnes@verizon.net or 508-653-8545 

 

 

Earth Day – April 28th, 2019  

The Natick Garden Club is hosting a booth at the Natick Earth Day Festival on Sunday April 28, 2019. 

The Earth Day Festival is a great opportunity for our club to connect with the community and to 

promote our plant auction. Many hands make light work, so please sign up for a short shift. Jobs range 

from setting up, greeting your Natick neighbors, to playing games with the children who stop and 

cleaning up later on. Last year's booth was a great success and the time flew by! A sign-up sheet will be 

available at the March meeting. 

mailto:aparnes@verizon.net
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Fairsted, the Estate and Architecture Office of Frederick Law Olmsted 
Wednesday May 8th, 2019 (Note this has been rescheduled.) 

Trip Coordinators Elizabeth Carroll and Joanne Rampe and Carolyn Wirth are very excited to announce 

a trip to the Estate and Architecture office of Frederick Law Olmsted. Olmsted is recognized as the 

founder of the profession of American landscape architecture. His office and home are located in 

Brookline, MA. We will have a guided tour through the office and home along with a brief tour of the 

property. We have been told that Spring is the best time to visit Fairsted when the flowering trees and 

bushes will be at their peak. Most importantly though is learning about this man who formed the 

landscape of our country that we all still enjoy today including Central Park in NYC, The Emerald 

Necklace in Boston, US Capitol grounds and terraces and The Biltmore Estate in Asheville NC.  

Detailed information to follow as we get closer to the date.  https://www.nps.gov/frla/index.htm 

 

   
 

 

 

 

Annual Dinner – Thursday, June 6th, 2019 

Our annual dinner will be held as usual on the first Thursday in June, the 6th this year, at Conrad’s in 

Sudbury. The signup sheet for the dinner will be attached to this newsletter email, and there will be hard 

copies at the April meeting. Bring your checkbooks. 

 

 

Fuller Gardens, North Hampton NH 

Wednesday, June 19th, Rain date Thursday, June 20th 

 

Fuller Gardens is a public botanical garden that was once part of the summer estate of Alvan T. Fuller 

(twice Governor of MA in the 1920s) on the seacoast of NH.  We are planning our visit during peak rose 

season! The rose gardens were designed by the Olmstead firm in the late 1920s. We will also enjoy the 

Formal English perennial borders, a Japanese Garden and a tropical conservatory.  Once we can tear 

ourselves away from this spectacular garden, we will enjoy lunch at a local establishment. Stay tuned for 

more information!  https://www.fullergardens.org/ 

 

https://www.nps.gov/frla/index.htm
https://www.fullergardens.org/
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And for these Events of Interest... 

 

Middlesex Conservation District Spring Plant Sale 

The Middlesex Conservation District is a not for profit environmental agency dedicated to 

protecting soils and waters in Middlesex County. They hold plant sales twice a year, in September 

and April, to fund their conservation programs. It is possible to just attend the sale to purchase 

plants, but they encourage advance ordering as they frequently sell out of their more popular items. 

Orders are accepted in February and March for their spring sale; and in July and August for their fall 

sale. To join their mailing list and receive the twice a year catalogs, please send an email to 

middlesexconservation@yahoo.com. 

The Sale features tree/shrub seedlings, perennials, groundcovers, fruits and garden supplies with an 

emphasis on native varieties. It will take place Friday April 26 (3 – 6 pm) and Saturday April 27 

(8 am – noon) at Kimball Farm, 400 Littleton Rd (Rte. 110), Westford, MA.  PDF of their catalog 

will be attached to the email. 

 
 

 

 
For other events, classes, or workshops of interest, check these 

websites....  
 

Arnold Arboretum   https://my.arboretum.harvard.edu/  

 

Garden in the Woods  http://www.newenglandwild.org/learn/our-programs  

 

Grow Native Massachusetts   https://www.grownativemass.org/ 

 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society  https://www.masshort.org/Events    

Tower Hill Botanic Garden     http://www.towerhillbg.org/index.php/visit/what-s-happening/events-

calendar/  

 

 
 

 

https://my.arboretum.harvard.edu/
http://www.newenglandwild.org/learn/our-programs
https://www.grownativemass.org/
https://www.masshort.org/Events
http://www.towerhillbg.org/index.php/visit/what-s-happening/events-calendar/
http://www.towerhillbg.org/index.php/visit/what-s-happening/events-calendar/
https://www.fullergardens.org/visit/admission-directions/


 

7 

Recommended Blogs: 
 
http://thesustainable-enoughgarden.blogspot.com/  Rebecca Warner’s blog is full of great ideas for 

realistic sustainability.  

 
http://www.enchantedgardensdesign.com/blog/     Jana’s blog is always a treat! Especially the current 

entry as it lists numerous wonderful seasonal opportunities for “road trips.” 

 

https://awaytogarden.com/   sign up here for Margaret Roach’s free email newsletter; she gardens in 

Copake Falls NY in the Hudson River Valley, zone 5B so her advice is pertinent.  

 
http://gardenrant.com/    A recent blog pointed to a curated collection of good gardening videos.   

You can see them here https://goodgardeningvideos.org/    

                
 

Useful link(s):  
 

• The UMass Extension Gardener monthly e-Newsletter Clippings is always worth reading. You can 

subscribe at:  https://extension.umass.edu/landscape/home-garden-email-list  

• You can read the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts' newsletter The Mayflower online at 

https://www.gcfm.org/mayflower  

 

• Check the calendar on the Federation’s website to see what other clubs are doing, there frequently 

are open meetings:  https://www.gcfm.org/events.   

 

 
 

Reminders:   
 

• Laurie Adelstein is the contact for the NGC Sunshine Fund. If you know of a member who 

should receive a card from us, (illness, bereavement) please let Laurie know at 

ladel1@verizon.net or 508-653-9053. 

 

• Recycle gardening magazines, catalogs or books you no longer want by bringing them to the 

meeting to pass on to club members or donate to the library magazine swap rack.  

 

• If you travel to places of horticultural interest, send your photos to Catherine Clifford at 

c.clifford90@comcast.net.  
 

 

 

 

http://thesustainable-enoughgarden.blogspot.com/
http://www.enchantedgardensdesign.com/blog/
https://awaytogarden.com/
http://gardenrant.com/
https://goodgardeningvideos.org/
https://extension.umass.edu/landscape/home-garden-email-list%2520
https://www.gcfm.org/mayflower
https://www.gcfm.org/events
mailto:ladel1@verizon.net
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Members Travels – near and far: 

Sue Mandell’s trip to Japan was clearly spectacular, and at the perfect time: cherry 

blossom season.  
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Martha Emerson sent us these photos from Terceira Island in the Azores.  

   

     And these from the Maine Flower Show     
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And yet another Sue Mandell exotic trip, this one to Morocco. She sent us photos of the 

Marjorelle Gardens in Marrakesh. 
 

     
 

 
       

And here are stunning native azaleas in Auburn, Alabama, 

courtesy of Elizabeth Carroll. 

 

                   
 
                 

 
         

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks to Elizabeth Carroll, Martha Coleman, Martha Emerson, Sue Mandell, and Alison 

Parnes for their contributions to this issue. 
              Catherine Clifford & Kate Grzesiuk 


